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North South Foundation
Spelling and Vocabulary Bee
Chicago Regional Competition

-PRESS RELEASE-
Burr Ridge, lllinois
April 19, 1997

The Fifth Regional Spelling/Vocabulary Bee contests held by Noth
South Foundation were successfully kicked off Saturday, April 19, at the
Lucent Technologies Auditorium in Warrenville, lllinois. Over thity
participants and their family members from all over the Chicagolad
area attended the contests.

The top three winners of this Regional Speliing Bee contest are Rahian
Riaz, Shreyas Bhat, and Chandan Khandai, respectively. The Speliiig
Bee participants were put through 11 rounds of competition aid
additional finals rounds to determine the winners. The Vocabuicry
Contest winners are Harsh Sandesara, Kamran Riaz, and Aicer
Saldanha. The Vocabulary contest underwent similar rounds for
elimination with 10 additional rounds in the final phase to determie
ranking for top three winners. The first, second, and third place winners
in both Vocabulary and Spelling Bee contests received trophies aiid
certificates, but more importantly, they received a chance to participzste
in the National Spelling/Vocabulary Bee held by the North South
Foundation. This year's National contest will be held on August 8, 1997
in Houston. The winners at the national level will eam scholarships
ranging from $600 to $2,000. The Foundation awarded close to
$30,000 in scholarship money over the iast four years.

The Spelling Bee contest held for age group 8-11 years and the
Vocabulary contest held for age group 12-15 were successfuly
conducted by an experienced panel members; Sumeet Maniar, Chisef
Judge; Bhavani Rao, Associate Judge; Radhika Chimmata, Wo-d
Pronouncer; and Harsh Sandesara, Dictionary Look-up Aid. Sumeszt
Maniar, an employee of Andersen Consulting and Radhika Chimata, &n
accomplished singer, are both previous panel members. Bhavani Ra»>,
an MBA recipient from Columbia and Harsh Sandesera, a Scripps-
Howard Bee contestant and previous NSF Spelling/Vocabulary Bee
winner completed the panel that successfully managed the Spelling Bee
contest. Vasavasri Dronamraju, an employee of Motorola and Master »f
Ceremony for the contests, aided in the Vocabulary contest.

The North South Foundation President, Dr. Ratnam Chitturi, stated th.it
he hopes to see at least as many or more participants at this years
contests. Last year over 600 students participated in both regional ard
national contests. The contest registration fee of $12 per participant
helps defray expenses, while the scholarships are funded by individual
donations.

The Foundation also gives scholarships to students in India who excl
in education, but do not have the means to go to college. It gave 172
such scholarships last year. For further information about ire
Foundation's activities, please contact Dr. Chitturi at 630-323-1966.

KAMRAN RIAZ, HARSH SANDESARA,
ALGER SAULDANHA.

WINNERS



