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Does this sound familiar??
(Courtesy of to Abby and Star Ledger)

Dear Abby: ! have planned my
last party. Out of 45 invitations
mailed out, we had three RSVPs! The
invitations clearly stated a date by
which we needed a response, and still
only a tiny percentage complied.

My husband and I would not have

been as upset if those 42 people had
called with their regrets. But sitting
around and wondering how many, if
any, people are going to show up is
nerve-wracking. I had no idea how
many people to prepare for, or
whether we needed to rent tables,
chairs, etc.

The same thing happened with
our wedding invitations. They in-
cluded a response card and a self-ad-
dressed, stamped envelope (all they
had to do was indicate whether they
were coming or not, and put it in the
mail), but many people never re-
sponded to the invitation. Some

showed up without letting me know
they were coming, and others failed to
show when they said they would.

Has something changed? Why do
peoplg think it’s OK not to respond to
an invitation when specifically asked
to do so? .

— Fed Up in Milwaukee

Dear Fed Up: Nothing has
changed. “R.8.V.P.” stands for “re-
pondez s'{l vous plait,” and translates
to “please respond.” To ignore an
invitation, and neither accept it nor
politely refuse, is inexcusable, It
takes only a moment to make a call
or return a written reply. However, if
people haven't responded in a rea-
sonable period of time, I see nothing

wrong with calling them and asking if
their decision is “yea” or “nay.” Asa
host or hostess, you need to know
how many guests to prepare for.
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Where Creativity Blooms!
Parsippany, NJ
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Professiornial Decorating Service for Weddings, Parties & Special Occasions \

*Wedding Mantapams

*Distinctive Arches & Props

*New Innovative Fresh Floral Design
*Unique Hall & Stage Decorations

*Custom Silk Floral Designs
*Balloon Arches and

Centerpieces
*Customized Gifts

**Specialized Decorations & Favors for: Sweet 16, Anniversaries, Bridal & Baby Showers™

Unbeatable Wedding & Reception Packages Available
Experienced decorator and designer to guide you in making your special event really SPECIAL!
Call Malini Chandrasekhar (201) 884-0885
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